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. . l l i v  wolut i~~rr  of t11v hIicre~l)ripclt. I~orlsil~g mowment i l l  (11111;r 
rellwts tIw c~volutiou of t 1 1 ~  Kt~vc~lutiol~ itself: I'ro~n a I~igllly 
trcv~tralized. u~~toclatic: s y s t ~ w ~  at 1111: advetl~ ol'tllc. Ihwl~ l t ion  to 
a tl~:c.cntralizc!d. alruost paasroots. popular Ir~ove~iltwt today. 
T l i r o ~ ~ ~ l i o ~ l t  l l~ei r  I~istc~ry. l~otli tl~c. hlicroI)ligatlr \lo\;et~~c:lrt all11 
thc ~)olitical I'ral~lr.work t l~a t  sul~porte i t  11;rvc. stn~ggletl to 
n ia i~~ t i~ in  a strong zocialist ideology wllilc atltlrt.ssing tlrv wer- 

Furtl~cnnorc~. C1111ali Revc~lutior~an politic.. are c.liaravtc.rized as 

ing at cwry ju~~c-lure. I I I  a c.yClical 1)rocc:ss of' rribis. rcr- 
r v a l ~ l a t i o ~ ~  a rd  c:orrec!tic~t~. C~ll~a's  housing ; I I ~  t w ~ ~ r o t ~ r i t !  

I m p m s  i:l(rarly ill~wtratc. the I ~ o s t ~ ~ ~ o ~ l ~ ? r n  conditio~t t11at 131 . . 
h i ; r  rdt:rs to as "~;r~s~s-g~!~~~?ratt:cI restru(:l~rrin~ a11d rt-strurtirr- . . .. 
ing-gmeratcd rnals (1005). 
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111 this ~nilieu. (Cuban architects have strugglc:tl to estal~lisl~ and 
re-establish the positior~ 01' arc:l~itcvtturc and desigt~ in the 
lic:\d~ttior~. hlanv architerts were literally solcliws oI' I I I ~ .  

Each stage in the \ l icrol~ripdr rr~o\~c~rr~cwt Itas p ~ c ~ ~ i t v t l  
c.liallrrige- and opportunities lor arvl~itec-ts i r ~  (:II~I'I. 11 i i  i l l  t l ~ v  
cwrrwt pcriod. lio\+c.ver. that architects antl d&n have four~tl 

. . 
vial and 111rlrtic.ij1al go\cXrrr~ncwt> to Luilil nc~c.i'il arrd f,~~l)lic. 
\tori+ ~)rc+c.t>. Tltr (,'orrtir~,gc~~~c\ \ v c w  ad~iii~li~tcrcvl 1111t1cr 
Podw Poprrlc~r. or C I I V  I'(.opI~.'s l'o\+cxr. ir~trocl~~c.cd i r ~  1970. 

On(* of t11v \li(-robripd+- e\plirit purpurea was tu tap n new 
source of labor I]\ recruiting for~iwr c.onstritctio~~ \\orkerc ancl 
training IIW OIIV.. ,\r~otht.r- I I W  ~ * \ p I i v i ~  p1~11 \+a> to lso>tt>r 
g r~u tv r  \+orkI~1a(~e producti\~it!. . . . \Iuct g o v ~ r l ~ ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ t - l ~ i ~ i l t  
urban housing in the 1 Y 7 0 a  \+as di-tril)uted t l~rotrgl~ \I ark- 
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i r r ~ ~ u l a r .  at 111:st. Furtllerrr~orc. man!. ol' tl~cl lie\\. I-orrirnunitirs 
WTC dreary and lacked sp:~c:t:* that sulq~ortcd Cullan;' \.ilmnt 
c.ultrrral and soc.ial life. 'l'Irc.\; \\.ere also l~oorl! ser?ic:tl I I ~  
~~(trr~iirercial a1111 conlniunity I'1111c4ons trntl 1'31. r(w10vrd f r o r ~ ~  
those traditior~al spaces \ v i t l ~ i r ~  the city cwr1cr.i that 1111. 

resident3 lracl left l,ehir~tl. l'lirse problerr~s ar~tl others rc.\ctal~ttl 

iacilities, incl~ltling those planned to W ~ ~ H W I  twrism. T h y  alw 
prot l r~c~d 1,ii 1 X 1  P(l11crritc~rirant1. t l ~ t .  >ports \ rr1uv.- a rd  

residential com~lluriity I d t  to support tlie Pan-i\meriran 
1;:lrnes. which ( h b a  hosted in 1001. 

of ~ ~ I J ; I I L  (i(>siC'r~ to ;row out ol' t11t: \licrol~ripade ~ I n v c i ~ ~ e r ~ t .  
f'ul~lir arras invl~~t le  I~roatl I~o~ilevnrds with laricl.ic.al~rtl plazas 
tliat ~riarli tlrc: to\vn (:(:rrt(-r: rirucli lilt? thaw ir~troducetl 11y 
Forrestier i l l  the 10%. Tlic I>oulr\~artls arc: lir~etl wit11 sliops 
ard  restaurants that support both tli(= tourist rwort 11ot.14 ill111 

~\rc*liitwts hat1 -een tlrc probl~tns of par 111aiir1irig and 11r11ar1 
r~cglect and i l l  1987. it-\era1 ol' tl~crn. including Gina Re\; antl 
Rlario Co!ula. petitiunetl Castro to for111 rn~tl t i-di*c~if)l ir~d~ liriri- 

First. these \Iicrol>rigaclc> \\ o ~ ~ l t l  I I U  rwc. in fill tie\ elopnieiit 
within e\istir~g, largel! urb,rn r~c~iglil)orIioo~ls - bl~iltir~g t l ~ e  
~ I ~ I I .  lrori~ t l ~ c  ~wur~t~-y~i( le  and peripl~e; b a d  to cnitirb-. \\ hew 
cor~di t ion~ had dangero~rsl! deterioratc4. >c.c-or~cl, 111t. locus on 
nriglihorhoocl ap~wdr- to c*lirr~ir~,ltt~ the ~~roblerns tli.1t arise i r~  
\ \ ~ o r l \ p l n r t . - t l ~ ~ ~ l i c ~ ~ t ~ - ~ l  11011ri11g uorI\er- relirtyl or I.II~III$ 
j1,11.. Third. the I ) o ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ r  cwitr~c.il* arc. riot rv-tric.tcvl to hou>ing 
production aloiie. nor to the higlrl! -tmtlardizcd tlt.rig~. 01' t t i v  
earlier \IicruI~rigacles. Prograin a11d de-ipi arc3 dvt~mr~inecl I>! 
the councils. along \\.it11 architr.rts. rc.cmdiry to ~ I I V  rieetla antl 
conte\tual conditio~is 01 the tic.iglrlwrliood J I I ~  .it(.. I:ir~all\.. the 
popular I-ouncil- art= assi.tc4 I'rorr~ \ \ i t l~ir~.  I,! architerts antl 
ot l~vr protr+i~mil= N I I O  h e  \\itIiin tlir ~ r ~ i g l i l ~ o r l ~ ~ ~ o ~ l .  ~\(ldi- 
t i o l d  s ~ p p o r t  I . O I I I ( , ~  tlrrougl~ t11c ~ r r l l c r c ~  facilit:~tetl I]! ue\\l! 
rrc.atctl drsign dnd pla~lnirig f1r111- dt the rriur~icil~al 1 1 ~  t.1. Imx l  . . 
prol1+31onals - i r ~ c ~ l r ~ t l i r y  ~~~~~~~~~~~~ts, social .rir~~tistb. enginrt-ra. 
rtc. - arr  part ol t h  c.orrirrtur~it\, part of the procesi. part 01 the 
solution. 
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r)~=.~ti t~* these iml~ortant atlj~lstlnents i l l  tile lbrm all11 ccmter~t ol' 

tlic ?lic.robriptlt., at a 1ligllc.r lae l .  tlir 1.1111l11iu1litaria11 hlr~ctio~l 
rcrr~;lii~> largrlj int;lc.t. Projwts are $till the rewlt of collrrti~c. 
delil)rr:itiorr wit 11 an ct1)jwtivv of cwatirlg c-ollcrti\ I. identit! a ~ l t l  

Politic-nl Cllarlp- through (:o~ilrr~rlnit! l l~~i l t l i r~g 

Totlay. C:ul)a is ztaLirlg it?; future - ant1 its present - 1111 attract- 
ing i r~ t twdor la l  1rlark1.15 I'or tourisl~l. i1ive1t111~111. Priorities 
I~avc. cmce api r l  sl~il'terl. Ii~cwsilig ~ I I  cwltivating ant1 p r e w n i l ~ g  
it5 c.~~lt~rrv, c~slw~.ially ill I I I V  arcllitert~~rally rich vity ol' I-lova~~i~. 
,As ( : IIIILI co111pr11111ises (~~r~~ l t* r s t a~~daI> ly )  its r~ationalized e w r ~ o -  
111y i l l  hvor ol' IJS dollar?;. call t11v social a t l v a ~ ~ c w  oi' t l ~ e  
revol~ltio~l Ite strstainetl? 0 1 1 c  aneuw to C:~~l)a'h t.vononlic- a d  
swial s ~ ~ r v i v ; ~ l  I I I ~ I ~  C O I I I I ~  U ~ I I I I I  [lie I I O I I I I I I I .  as tllt~ peoplt~ 111' 

Cutla art. piriing authority i111d capac-it! at a ;rrazsroots Ievc*l. 
- 7  I hey Ilavc 1101 lost their I~i>toric:al >pirit. [lor havc. the!- stopltcvl 
1111iltli11,n L J ~  tl~c~mselves. 
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a1111 political c.\pression: 1111- present c.otlditior~ eirnil;~rl!. 
p r ~ w ~ t t s  this o l ~ l ~ ~ ~ r t u ~ i i ~ .  , ~ I r ~ ; d y .  arcliitcv:~.~ likr 5 c p c  atld 
(:oytlla 31.r l o ~ ~ l i i ~ t g  Lack to I~c . r~~al~do Salir~as' ~.sperimcrlts wit11 
prdal~ri(:attvl I : I I I I I ~ I ~ I I I ? I I I ~  l'or I 'lrddv ~ c ~ l l ~ l ~ u i l d i r l ~ ,  \ d l 1  rc- 
,piorla1 style. Both arc-hitectz arid tile C:ubat~ gccvcarrlmwt zccw to 
11c cw11)racinp. at laat. the c~rltrlrc. that di?;tit~gtrisltea C I I I ~ I I  d i e s  
and p l l ~ l i c :  lik i r l ~ c l  the rl~otivatio~t for s1!l1'-l111iltlir1g t11;rt  i~ 
s t  pports. 

Yew corr~rnunity-l~wd stnrcturvs (both govrrrlmeutal and 
arcl~it~.c-tural) oll;.r :I vrhicle t l~rougl~  whirl^ ;I so(-ialist tlmtt~c-1.3- 
I,? i >  [orgecl a1111 the (CI I~ I ; I I I  culture is rcv~~peratt:~I LI I ICI  
31rstailird. 111 3 tl14icate bularwc- betweell statt~-controll~d l a ~ ~ t l  
a rd  ;lol)al land 111arLc-ts. c : o ~ ~ ~ l i ~ ~ t t ~ i t y - l ~ a ~ e ~ l  plar~rting atratc-pies 
call 11t.111 direct thv cl~aracter 01' foreign irlvc~stlllcnt in w a y  h a t  
Iw~~c:lit L~>tli itlw!htor and local rc:aidct~~, wl~ i l~ .  lmI~tt411g 111v 

11:1tio11aI W I ~ ~ I I I ~ .  

' 'I'11t. term .'rlialwtici" ir 1 1 . 4  Iwrr a. t lw  Cuban a r ~ h i t w ~ *  use it. to dtw.rilw an 
i l l t= rd~ i \v  and ~l~*liI~er .h\v prwv>>. 


